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emergency planning zone.

(13) Providing a qualified [press secretary] public

information officer or designee to participate in the

operation of a joint information center upon its activation
by a utility.

(14) Performing actions necessary to satisfy the
Commonwealth's responsibilities relative to Federal guidance
memoranda.

© (15) Providing reasonable assistance and support
requested by a utility from time to time in connection with
the utifﬁty obtaining or maintaining, or both, an emergency
plan acceptable to Federal regulatory entities having
jurisdiction over the utility.

(16) Providing other reasonable assistance and support
requested by utilities from time to time.

(17) Providing guidance to [State, county and municipal
elected officials, departments and agencies and school

districts in order] Commonwealth agencies, political

subdivisions, school districts and dependent care facilities

to ensure compliance with this section and all other
applicable Federal and State radiation protection safety
laws.

' (18) Providing redundant communications' capability

between the [agency's] department's headquarters and each

commercial nuclear [generating] power station in this

Commonwealth sufficient to meet Federal and State regulatory
requirements;

(c) Establishment of fund.--There is hereby created in the

General Fund a nonlapsing restricted receipt account to be known

30 as the Radiological Emergency Response Planning and Preparedness
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1 Program Fund. [Fees received under subsection (d) shall be
2 deposited in this fund.] Moneys in the fund are hereby

3 appropriated to the [agency] department to carry out its

4 responsibilities under subsections (a) and (b).

5 § 7501. General authority of'[political subdivisions] county

6 and local emergency management programs.
7 (a) Establishing emergency management [organization]
8 programs.--[Each political subdivision of this Commonwealth is

9 directed and authorized to establish a local emergency
10 manageﬁent organization in accordance with the plan and program
11 of the Penﬁsylvania Emergency Management Agency. Each local

12 organization shall have responsibility for emergency mahagement,
13 response and recovery within the territorial limits of the
14 political subdivision within which it is organized] Except as

15 provided in subsection (g), a political subdivision shall

16 establish an emergency management program consistent with the

17 Commonwealth emergency management program within its

18 Jjurisdictional limits and, in addition, shall conduct such

19 services outside of its jurisdictional limits as may be required

20 under this part.

21 (b) Declaration of local disaster emergency.--

22 (1) A local disaster emergency may be declared by

23 official action of the governing body of a political

24 subdivision upon finding a disaster emergency has occurred or
25 is imminent. The governing body of a political subdivision

26 may authorize the [mayor or other] chief elected executive

27 officer to declére a local disaster emergency subject to

28 ratification by official action of the governing body. The

29 [declaration] declared disaster emergency shall continue

30 until the governing body or the chief elected executive
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officer, as the case may be, finds that the threat or danger

has passed or the disaster has been dealt with to the extent

that emergency conditions no longer exist. A declared

disaster emergency shall not [be continued] continue or be

renewed for a period in excess of [seven] 30 days except by

[or with the consent] official action of the governing body

of the political subdivision. Any order or proclamation
declaring, continuing or terminating a [local] county
disaster emergency shall be given prompt and general
publicity and shall be filed promptly with the [agency.]

departméht. Any order or proclamation declaring, continuing

or terminating a municipal disaster emergency shall be given

prompt and general publicity and shall be filed promptly with

the department through the appropriate county emergency

management program. The effect of a declaration of a local

disaster emergency is to activate the response and recovery
aspects of any and all applicable local emergency management
plans and to authorize the furnishing of aid and assistance
thereunder.

(2) A local disaster emergency arising wholly or

substantially out of a resource shortage may be declared only

by the Governor, upon petition of the governing body of a

county, when the Governor deems the threat or actual

occurrence of a disaster emergency to be of sufficient

severity and magnitude to warrant coordinated action to

prevent or alleviate the damage, loss, hardship or suffering

threatened or caused thereby.

(c) Contracts and obligations.--In carrying out the

provisions of this part, each political subdivision shall have

the power to enter into contracts and incur obligations
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necessary to manage the disaster emergency [management, response

and recovery] .

(d) Temporary suspension of formal requirements.--Each
political subdivision included in a declaration of disaster
emefgency declared by either the Governor or the governing body

or chief executive elected officer of the political subdivision

affected by the disaster emergency is authorized to exercise the
powers vested under this section in the light of the exigencies
of the emergency situation without regard to time-consuming
procedures and formalities prescribed by law [ (excepting

[mandatory?constitutional requirements)], excepting

constitutional requirements, pertaining to the performance of

public work, entering into contracts, the incurring of
sbligations, the employment of temporary workers, the rental of
equipment, the purchase of supplies and materials, the levying
of taxes and the appropriation and expenditure of public funds.
(e) Employment of personnel.--In order to meet prescribed
requirements for eligibility to receive Federal contributions
authorized under the provisions of the Federal Civil Defense Act
of 1950 (64 Stat. 1245, 50 U.S.C. App. § 2251 et seq.) or any
amendment or reenactment thereof, political subdivisions are
authorized to avail themselves of services offered by the State
Civil Service Commission under the provisions of the act of
August 5, 1941 (P.L.752, No.286), known as the ["]Civil Service
Act, ["] in connection with the employment of personnel in [local

organizations] a county emergency management program or a local

emergency management program established pursuant to the

provisions of this part.

(f) Intergovernmental cooperation.--Notwithstanding the

provisions of 53 Pa.C.S. § 2302 (relating to definitions), two
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or more municipalities may jointly cooperate in the

establishment of a local emergency management program through

the organization of a council of governments in conformance with

the provisions of 53 Pa.C.S. Ch. 23 Subch. A (relating to

intérgovernmental cooperation). In such event, the council of

governments, consisting of the chief elected executive officials

of the member municipalities, shall be considered the governing

body and may establish an executive committee compriged of one

elected official from each of the municipalities. The council of

governments may authorize the executive committee chair or vice

chair to declare a local disaster emergency subject to

ratification by a majority of representatives of the governing

body.

(g) Certain municipalities.--This subsection shall apply to

municipalities with populations under 5,000 based on the most

recent Federal decennial census.

(1) Within 24 months following receipt of notice from

the department after consultation with the appropriate

county, a municipality shall organize as a council of

governments pursuant to the provisions of subsection (f) with

one or more contiguous municipalities situated within the

same county for the purpose of preparedness and emergency

management.

(2) Within 24 months following the receipt of notice

from the department pursuant to paragraph (1), a municipality

may elect by ordinance to opt out of the requirements of

paragraph (1) and establish and maintain an emergency

management program as required by subsection (a), which is

distinct from but coordinated with the county in which it is

located, and shall be subject to all requirements of this
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part applicable to a local emergency management program,

including the provisions of section 7503(a) and (c) (relating

to powers and duties of county and local emergency management

programs) .

(3) A municipality shall cooperate with the county in

which it is located and the department in carrying out the

goals of intergovernmental cooperation for the purpose of

preparedness and emergency management.

§ 7502. [Local coordinator of emergency management] County and

local emergency management coordinators.

(a) General rule.--[Each local organization of emergency

management shall havel] Each county emergency management' program

and each local emergency management program shall appoint a

éoordinator who shall be responsible for the planning,
administration and operation of the [local organization]

respective emergency\management program subject to the direction

and control of the»cgief elected executive officer [or] and

governing body. The duties of and continuing education and

certification standards for a coordinator shall be prescribed by

the department. In addition to the qualifications under this

section, the department shall prescribe other qualifications for

the appointment of coordinators as it deems necessary.

(b) County coordinator.--[A coordinator shall be appointed
in all counties with approval of the director of the agency. The
executive officer or governing body of the county shall
recommend a coordinator whose recommendation must be endorsed by
the director of the agency prior to appointment by the Governor.
Upon failure of the executive officer or governing body of the
county to make a recommendation of a person for coordinator

within the time fixed by the agency, the Governor is authorized
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